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Townsend Miller is a senior from 

Lexington, KY, and is the corporate re-
lations chair. Townsend’s role with 
DanceBlue this year involves maintain-
ing relationships with corporate spon-
sors of DanceBlue, and he is the rep-
resentative of DanceBlue to local and 
national businesses. 

Colin Wheeler is from Bowling Green, 
KY, and serves as the marketing chair 
for DanceBlue. Colin’s work on public 
relations, press releases, press kits and 
promotional materials is one of the 
main reasons why the organization and 
24-hour dance marathon is such a big 
success. 

Tyler Bolin is a senior from 
Owensboro, KY, and serves as the spe-
cial events chair. Tyler has worked 
hard throughout the entire year plan-
ning events that help build up to the 
dance marathon. His hard work and 
motivation are truly an inspiration to 
all who meet him. 

I am grateful that these students 
serve the people of the Commonwealth. 
I am confident that the children, fami-
lies, and students whose lives they 
touch are all thankful for the oppor-
tunity to know them. The money that 
is raised through DanceBlue helps pa-
tients receive better care while im-
proving the lives of children and their 
families suffering from childhood can-
cer. The funds are also going directly 
to pediatric cancer research initiatives 
that are helping to find a cure. 

Mr. President, I would like to thank 
these individuals for their contribu-
tions to the Commonwealth of Ken-
tucky, the University of Kentucky, and 
the Lexington community. I wish them 
well in all their future endeavors.∑ 

f 

HONORING NEW ENGLAND 
CASTINGS, LLC 

∑ Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, the man-
ufacturing sector of our Nation’s econ-
omy is facing incredible hardships that 
are only amplified by the global eco-
nomic downturn. In fact, Maine’s man-
ufacturing industry has shed an alarm-
ing 23,600 jobs in the past 10 years, 
which represents nearly 30 percent of 
the State’s manufacturing employ-
ment. Despite these challenges, some 
manufacturers, like New England Cast-
ings, the company I rise today to rec-
ognize, have been able to adapt, ex-
pand, and succeed. 

Founded in 1985, New England Cast-
ings is an investment casting foundry 
located in the western Maine town of 
Hiram. Considered the most ancient 
form of metal casting, investment 
casting allows the firm to specialize in 
producing specific castings that many 
conventional shops often find too dif-
ficult or intricate to fill. New England 
Castings prides itself on the timely cre-
ation of prototypes for customers to re-
view, allowing it to produce customers’ 
orders in a shorter timeframe. The firm 
was certified as a historically underuti-
lized business zone, or HUBZone, busi-
ness in 2002, allowing it access to a 
wide variety of Federal contracting op-

portunities. The HUBZone program, 
managed by the Small Business Admin-
istration, assists small firms in rural 
and disadvantaged areas in attracting 
contracts to benefit their businesses 
and grow their companies. 

Castings, which are the solidified ma-
terials made after pouring a liquid into 
a mold, have a number of practical 
uses, and New England Castings’ work 
is easily suited to supply a number of 
diverse industries. From medical and 
dental instruments to gas turbine com-
ponents, New England Castings’ prod-
ucts run the gamut from small to 
large, slim to heavy. For instance, New 
England Castings can provide sturdy 
turbine powered tank combustor cover 
assemblies for Abrams M1 tanks, or 
more delicate window latches or 
sconces for architects seeking to beau-
tify their buildings. The company’s 
more innovative pieces can be seen at 
Carnegie Hall in New York City and 
the Smithsonian’s Museum of Natural 
History in Washington, DC. 

Although times are difficult for most 
small businesses, manufacturers have 
been hit particularly hard by a con-
fluence of challenges, including foreign 
competition, finding skilled workers, 
and rising energy costs. But to remain 
competitive, New England Castings had 
to transform the way it operated, and 
followed through by improving its 
practices and becoming a leaner com-
pany with increased productivity. 

Seeking to secure a major contract 
to supply components to a railroad 
hardware manufacturer, New England 
Castings’ president and owner, Walter 
Butler, decided that his company need-
ed to become more efficient to earn the 
contract. After working with the 
Maine manufacturing extension part-
nership, MEP, a public-private partner-
ship that assists small and medium 
manufacturers, New England Castings 
was able to double its sales, maximize 
the productivity of its workspace, and 
add 13 new employees. 

As cochair of the Senate Task Force 
on Manufacturing, it is heartening to 
see small manufacturers like New Eng-
land Castings utilize the tremendous 
resources that the MEP has to offer, 
and I am certain that the company will 
continue to benefit for years to come 
from the training and advice it has re-
ceived. I congratulate Walter Butler 
and everyone at New England Castings 
for their dedication to creating quality 
products, and extend my best wishes 
for a productive and successful year.∑ 
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MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mrs. Neiman, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 

which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The nominations received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

REPORT ON THE CONTINUATION 
OF THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY 
THAT WAS DECLARED ON 
MARCH 15, 1995, WITH RESPECT 
TO IRAN—PM 12 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message 
from the President of the United 
States, together with an accompanying 
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, prior to the 
anniversary date of its declaration, the 
President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a 
notice stating that the emergency is to 
continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this pro-
vision, I have sent the enclosed notice 
to the Federal Register for publication, 
stating that the Iran emergency de-
clared on March 15, 1995, is to continue 
in effect beyond March 15, 2009. 

The crisis between the United States 
and Iran resulting from the actions and 
policies of the Government of Iran that 
led to the declaration of a national 
emergency on March 15, 1995, has not 
been resolved. The actions and policies 
of the Government of Iran are contrary 
to the interests of the United States in 
the region and pose a continuing un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the 
national security, foreign policy, and 
economy of the United States. For 
these reasons, I have determined that 
it is necessary to continue the national 
emergency declared with respect to 
Iran and maintain in force comprehen-
sive sanctions against Iran to respond 
to this threat. 

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, March 11, 2009. 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 

At 11:03 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker has signed 
the following enrolled bill: 

H.R. 1105. An act making omnibus appro-
priations for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2009, and for other purposes. 

The enrolled bill was subsequently 
signed by the President pro tempore 
(Mr. BYRD). 

At 2:48 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
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